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From the Mayor 
 
I know most of you would love 
to attend town council meetings 
to stay informed, but due to the 
COVID restrictions, have 
stayed away. 😊😊 So, this is a 
summer note from the mayor to 
keep you informed about what 
is going on in the community. I 
hope each topic is important to 
you and that you will help us 
make good decisions by telling 
us what you want. Do this by 
filling out the survey on our 
town website. If you have 
already done so, thank you!   
Water: 
We received a matching grant 
from the Bureau of Reclamation 
to replace our residential water 
meters with cellular/radio 
enabled ones. Work will begin 
in 2020 and probably will 
continue through most of next 
year. This means someone will 
show up in front of your house 
to make this change. Depending 
on the age of your water meter 
and its condition, this may take 
several minutes or several 
hours. We will let you know 
more as we get closer to the 
work. Once this is operational, 
we will get daily updates year-
round. Our goal is to have real 

time information on how our 
culinary water is used and to be 
able to notify you quickly if 
there is a sudden change in your 
water usage.  
This is the first part of a three-
part effort from the Town to: 1) 
be good stewards of the water 
we have by knowing how our 
culinary water is being used. 2) 
Upgrade the transmission lines 
of the water we have (spring to 
tank). This would eliminate 
what we feel is our greatest risk 
to the town. The risk of an 
earthquake of significant size 
could damage water lines and 
cut us off from our water 
sources.  3) Locate and secure 
an on-demand water source. We 
think this can all be 
accomplished without bonding 
or incurring any debt. If it can’t, 
we won’t do it. 
Planning Commission: 
There are currently two 
proposed subdivisions in 
Newton. Both are within the 
town limits and fit with our 
general plan to build within the 
town limits rather than annexing 
or encouraging building in the 
county. This preserves our 
agrarian lifestyle and the 
beautiful greenbelt. One 
subdivision is the Larsen Farms 
of 5 buildable lots. This is 
mostly located along 400 West 
on the west side of the road. 
The second is Newton Hills 
subdivision with the first phase 
which will include 7 buildable 
lots mostly along 100 North 
between 200 and 400 West. A 
special thank you is given to the 
planning commission for 

helping to shepherd these along 
and represent our town interests 
while managing growth. 
Green Waste: 
We have moved the green waste 
bin to the center of town. It is 
located across the road west of 
the Post Office. Let’s try the 
green waste bin in this for the 
remainder of the summer. 
Remember to clean up after 
yourself. If you sweep out your 
truck or trailer, please go the 
extra mile and put those smaller 
pieces of green waste in the 
container as well. Help keep the 
center of town clean and 
looking beautiful.  
The county solid waste 
department discontinued this 
service in May so for the time 
being, we have contracted with 
a third party to provide this. 
Because of the popularity of the 
green waste program, the 
county solid waste department 
has reconsidered and will take 
over this previously free service 
but is now proposing a $1.50 
increase to our monthly bill 
specific for green waste 
disposal and hauling. 

- Mayor Kevin Rhodes 
 
 

PHOTOS NEEDED 
A new exhibit at the Newton 

Town Hall honors pioneer 
women of Newton. If you have 
a head picture, no larger than 2” 
x 2”, of a pioneer ancestor that 

you would like added to the 
exhibit, please call Ruby 

Woodward. 

 



     

Newton Town Celebration  
July 24, 2020 

 
Parade at 7:00 pm 
The parade route will be 
expanded this year to allow 
for social distancing. The 
parade will line up on 200 
East, run west along Main 
Street to 100 West, south to 
300 South then head back 
east to 200 East. Social 
distancing is strongly 
recommended and masks 
are encouraged. Due to 
COVID-19, we will not have 
as many out-of-town entries 
in the parade. So let’s get 
creative! Ride your horse, 
play an instrument, make a 
family float, ride a bike, or 
drive your tractor. If you are 
interested in entering the 
parade please contact via 
text or phone Nicole Jenkins 
435-757-4181 or Jenny 
Richards 435-770-3012.   
 
Fireworks will start at 9:45! 
You can watch from your 
home or cars. If you plan to 
watch at the town square, 
remember to social distance. 
 
Please don’t mass gather at 
the park. No food will be 
served this year. Thanks for 
helping keep Newton safe 
and healthy. 

 
35th Annual  

Newton Dam Run  
(A Family Fun Run) 

July 25th at 7:00 a.m. 
Cost $1. (Helps cover the cost 
of water and materials for 
awards) 
Special awards: Overall men’s 
5K, Overall Women’s 5K, 

Overall boy’s mile, Overall girl’s 
Mile, Oldest 5K finisher, 
Youngest mile finisher, Overall 
FAMILY finisher. Please help 
me by letting me know your 
family is competing for this 
most coveted award. 
If you would like to participate 
and cannot run at 7:00 am on 
the 25th or would just like to 
social distance, you are 
welcome to run/walk the course 
any time between the 18th and 
24th. Your time must be turned 
into me before the race starts 
so you can receive an award, 
be included in a family team, or 
be considered for the Special 
awards. I will mark the start and 
finish lines in white paint on the 
road before the 18th.  
Call or text Lloyd Phelps 
435-890-3852 
Or Catherine Phelps 
435-563-0789 

 
Newton T-Shirts 

T-shirts for the town celebration 
can be ordered online this year! 
A big thank you to Joy Larsen 
and Julie Christiansen for our 
designs. Julie C. also put 
together the t-shirt order at 
Badger and made ordering 
them online possible for us. If 
ordering online is not possible 
for you: you don't have 
family/friends who can help or if 
you just don't know what to do, 
please give me a call or text-- 
Julie Olsen 435-764-6966  
Here is the link:   
 https://store.badgerprints.com/
newton24th2020 
Ordering will close on JULY 
14th @ midnight.   
T-shirts will be available for pick 
up at Julie Olsen's house on 
the 23rd. 

DUP Cabin 
The historic cabin at the town 
square will be open for tours on 
July 24 from 5 to 6:30 pm and 
Saturday, July 25 from 10 am to 
4 pm. Tours given to individuals 
up to 3 at a time or family 
groups. Masks are required. 
The DUP is collecting aluminum 
cans for a fundraiser. Metal 
collection cans are located 
behind the Post Office. 

 
2020 Newton 

Outstanding Citizen 
Tom Barker 

The year of 2020 has brought 
many changes to our 
community.  We have dealt 
with the driest spring on record; 
snow hitting the mountains at 
the end of June; weather that 
can be in the 30s and swings to 
the 90s in less than a 
week.  There is the Covid-19 
pandemic we are still dealing 
with.  Who would have ever 
thought we would rely on Zoom 
for our public meetings, 
funerals, weddings, and other 
gatherings. One of the greatest 
changes to our community is 
the loss of our own Tom 
Barker. Most of us probably 
remember Tom driving his old 
blue Bronco around town, but 
did you know he collected belt 
buckles, enjoyed puzzles, and 
had his very own way of 
fishing.  Tom would take a 
boom box with him.  You could 
have heard classical, old 
country, or southern rock 
coming from that boom box.  A 
lot of that was determined by 

https://store.badgerprints.com/newton24th2020
https://store.badgerprints.com/newton24th2020


     

the neighbors on the lake that 
day. 
Tom Barker was born 
November 20, 1949 in Irvine, 
Texas.  He was proud to be a 
Boy Scout in his youth.   
Soon after graduation from high 
school, Tom enlisted in the 
United States Navy: he served 
in the US Navy for 4 years.  He 
was honorably discharged in 
1972.   
Tom followed friends to Utah, 
eventually settling in Newton 
and adopting our town as his 
home and people as his 
family.  His values of service 
and generosity lifted our 
community. 
Tom lived a simple life while 
providing kindness for many in 
our community.  So many 
recognized his hand loomed 
hats in every size, needle tatted 
earrings, Facebook remedies for 
a young child's boredom, or a 
recipe for a family 
dinner.  Often, Tom would pick 
up extra groceries to share with 
a hungry family. During the 
holidays, Tom provided many 
families with turkeys and hams, 
as well as donating hundreds of 
dollars each year to the Cache 
Valley food pantry.  As long as 
his meager needs were met, 
Tom used the remainder of his 
income to help others.   He was 
very supportive of the Newton 
Youth Council program, 
Newton EMT and Fire 
departments, DUP and was a 
dedicated member of 
CERT.  Tom would sometimes 
stop by and say, “I thought you 
could use this” and leave a 
Pepsi on a hot day or a set of 
tools to make the job easier.  He 
was always looking for ways to 
serve others, filling their needs, 

or offering CERT information 
on Newton Facebook page.    
Tom, thank you for reminding 
each of us how to be kind to 
each other and to just be 
ourselves. 
__________________________ 
Newton Library 
The Annual Library Book Sale 
will be held Monday, July 20 
through Thursday, July 30 in 
the Town Hall Classroom 
during library hours. We will 
also be open Saturday, July 25 
from 10 am to 2 pm. This will 
allow people to come 
intermittently and follow social 
distancing guidelines. 
 
New Town Phone books will be 
sold Friday, July 24 from 5-9 
pm, with a break for the parade. 
We will have a tent set up in 
front of the Town Hall so that 
you can drive up and buy a 
phone book without getting 
out of your vehicle. Cost will be 
$5 per phone book. Phone 
books will be available inside 
the library after this date. 
 
Summer Reading is in full 
swing. Come join the fun. There 
are activities and prizes for all 
ages. 
  
Library hours:  
Mon. 3 to 7 pm,  
Tues. 10 to 1 pm & 
3 to 6 pm 
Wed. 3 to 6 pm, 
Thur. 10 to 1 pm & 3 to 6 pm  
Sat 12 to 4 pm.  
__________________________________ 
Fire Department: 
Fire Hydrants:   
All fire hydrants should easily be 
seen from the street and free from 
obstructions. In other words, 
parked vehicles, signage and 
landscaping should not be in front 

of or near a fire hydrant. In an 
emergency, every second counts. 
That's why all fire hydrants must be 
visible and easily accessible. Fire 
code also requires a minimum of 
three feet of clearance around the 
fire hydrant so firefighters can turn 
the valve which opens the fire 
hydrant. 
Fireworks:   
Here are a few safety tips from the 
National Council on Fireworks 
Safety 
• Use fireworks outdoors only. 
• Obey local laws. If fireworks 

are not legal where you live, do 
not use them! 

• Always have water handy (a 
hose or buckets of water). 

• Only use fireworks as intended.  
• DO NOT try to alter them or 

combine them. 
• Never re-light a “dud” firework 

(wait 20 minutes and then soak 
it in a bucket of water). 

• Use common sense when 
using fireworks. Spectators 
should keep a safe distance 
from the fireworks. The person 
lighting the fireworks should 
wear safety glasses. 

• Alcohol and fireworks do not 
mix! Have a “designated” 
person light fireworks. 

• Only persons over age 12 
should be allowed to handle 
sparklers of any type. 

• DO NOT ever use homemade 
fireworks or illegal explosives; 
they can kill! Report illegal 
explosives to the fire or police 
department in your community. 

In addition, when conditions make 
the risk of wildfire extremely high, 
many areas will not allow firework 
use of any kind. Check for local 
restrictions before lighting 
fireworks. 
ALL UNINCORPORATED AREAS 
IN CACHE COUNTY ARE   
FIREWORK RESTRICTED. 
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